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ENERGY, UTILITIES, & TECHNOLOGY

UPDATES FROM LAST WEEK

LD 23 - AN ACT TO REPEAL THE LAWS REGARDING NET ENERGY BILLING

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Neither for nor Against

The bill would repeal Maine’s net energy bill and prohibit the Commission from adopting rules that require a transmission and distribution
utility to allow a customer to participate in net energy billing. The Chamber did not testify in support of repeal but rather offered
suggestions that the Committee might consider to amend the law.

Commiittee Vote: OTPA[OTPA

LD 343 — AN ACT TO DIRECT THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION TO SEEK INFORMATIONAL BIDS REGARDING SMALL
MODULAR NUCLEAR REACTORS IN THE STATE

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Support

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to annually issue a request for informational bids for the establishment in the State of a
small modular nuclear reactor. The requests are for information only, including the timing for establishing a modular reactor and the
cost, location and annual operating costs of a modular reactor, and are not binding on the State or the person submitting the information
but may be used in developing a contract. The commission is required to make an annual report to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters detailing the informational bids received.

Commiittee Vote: OTPA[OTPA
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ENERGY, UTILITIES, & TECHNOLOGY

UPDATES FROM LAST WEEK

LD 1223 — AN ACT TO LOWER ELECTRIC RATES FOR MAINE RATEPAYERS BY REQUIRING THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN COSTS
FROM THE GENERAL FUND

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Support

The bill would shift certain electricity-related costs—such as those associated with net energy billing programs and utility procurement of
energy, renewable credits, storage, or transmission—from electric ratepayers to the State’s General Fund. It establishes new funds to pay
these costs and directs the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules to administer and distribute the payments. The bill also requires
utilities to offer time-of-use rates for eligible customers and limits customers receiving electricity assistance to standard-offer service
rather than competitive suppliers. In addition, it prohibits utilities from recovering low-income assistance and arrearage management
program costs through rates and makes related changes to certain energy tax definitions.

Committee Vote: Referred to the Taxation Committee

LD 1975 — AN ACT TO ELIMINATE THE CONNECTMAINE AUTHORITY BY REPEALING THE ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE ACT

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Support

This bill repeals the Advanced Technology Infrastructure Act. Repeal of this chapter eliminates the state broadband policy,
the ConnectMaine Authority, the ConnectMaine Fund and the Municipal Gigabit Broadband Network Access Fund.
Committee Vote: OTPA/OTPA[/OTPA
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ENERGY, UTILITIES, & TECHNOLOGY

LOOKING AHEAD

Upcoming Work Session: Thu 1/15 11:00 AM @ Cross Building, Room 211

LD 1936 - AN ACT TO PROVIDE GREATER EQUITY IN AND REDUCE COSTS RELATED TO THE STATE'S NET ENERGY BILLING
PROGRAM

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Neither for nor Against

This bill limits participation in Maine’s net energy billing programs, prohibiting individuals from continuing once their agreement with a
utility expires, with some exceptions. It sets deadlines for larger distributed generation projects to qualify and allows small, customer-
owned systems to participate if the output benefits only the owners. The bill also directs the Commission to set compensation rates for
nonresident-owned projects starting in 2026, requires utilities to replace terminated participants with low-income customers in the same
service dreq, and establishes a standardized tariff rate that increases annually, with provisions for adjustments to maintain project

viability.
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ENERGY, UTILITIES, & TECHNOLOGY

LOOKING AHEAD

Upcoming Work Session: Thu 1/15 1:00 PM @ Cross Building, Room 211

LD 1949 - AN ACT REGARDING ENERGY FAIRNESS

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Oppose

This bill prohibits disconnections for nonpayment if a household includes seniors, young children, or individuals with certain medical
conditions, and it limits competitive providers from enrolling low-income customers unless it benefits them. It restricts what expenses
utilities can include in rates, imposes penalties for violations, and requires refunds with interest to customers. The bill mandates large
utilities to report quarterly data on accounts, disconnections, and payments, and requires public policy charges on bills to be clearly
explained. It updates the definition of “assisted projects,” requires apprentice labor on certain utility projects, and directs the Commission
to integrate environmental justice principles and develop a community engagement plan.
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ENERGY, UTILITIES, & TECHNOLOGY

LOOKING AHEAD

Upcoming Work Session: Thu 1/15 1:00 PM @ Cross Building, Room 211

LD 1966 — AN ACT TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO COMMUNITY SOLAR PROGRAMS IN THE STATE

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Oppose

The bill directs the Commission to review administrative charges from large utilities every five years, requiring refunds for any
overcollections and mandating disclosure of all such charges to customers. It directs the Electric Ratepayer Advisory Council

to identify ways to improve access to community solar programs for low- and moderate-income residents. The bill also requires utilities to
offer consolidated billing for distributed generation resources, ensures public policy charges on bills are clearly explained, and directs the
Commission to evaluate opt-in programs to reduce net energy billing costs, reporting findings to the Legislature.
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ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES

LOOKING AHEAD

Upcoming Work Session: Wed 1/14 11:00 AM @ Cross Building, Room 216

LD 1507 - AN ACT TO REQUIRE GENERAL PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF OIL TERMINAL FACILITY TRANSFER ACTIVITIES

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Oppose

This bill requires owners and operators of oil terminal facilities to develop and implement community notification plans in which members
of the public upon request are notified electronically within 24-hours of the transfer of oil between the facility and a vessel, between a
vessel and another vessel or between the facility and a vehicle. Owners and operators of existing oil terminal facilities are required

to submit a community notification plan for review by the department and the municipality by January 1, 2026 and implement and publicly
post the plan by July 1,2026. The owners and operators must provide an update of the plan on July 1st annually thereafter.

LD 1870 - AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A CLIMATE SUPERFUND COST RECOVERY PROGRAM TO IMPOSE PENALTIES ON CLIMATE
POLLUTERS

Policy Committee: Energy & Environment

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Oppose

The bill creates the Climate Superfund Cost Recovery Program within the Department of Environmental Protection. It assesses entities
involved in fossil fuel extraction or refining from 1995-2024 that contributed over one billion metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions.
Payments will fund program administration and climate adaptation projects, with the department prioritizing a resilience strategy and
ensuring at least 35% of funds benefit low-income communities with environmental justice concerns.
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HOUSING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LOOKING AHEAD

Upcoming Work Session: Thurs 1/1510:15 AM @ Cross Building, Room 206

LD 1908 - AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE COOPERATION OF ORIGINAL MANUFACTURERS OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES TO FACILITATE
THE REPAIR OF THOSE DEVICES BY DEVICE OWNERS AND INDEPENDENT REPAIR PROVIDERS

Policy Committee: Technology

Advocate: Ashley Luszczki

Position: Oppose

This bill establishes a “right to repair” requirement beginning January 1, 2026, requiring manufacturers of digital electronic equipment sold
or used in Maine to provide independent repair providers and equipment owners with access to necessary repair documentation, parts,
and tools on fair and reasonable terms. It also prohibits manufacturers from using software-based restrictions, including parts pairing, to
prevent or limit repairs or reduce device functionality for certain newly manufactured consumer electronics. The bill includes several
exceptions limiting manufacturer liability and requires independent repair providers to disclose that they are not authorized by the
manufacturer and whether used parts are utilized.
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JUDICIARY

UPDATES FROM LAST WEEK AND LOOKING AHEAD

Public Hearing Occurred: Wed 1/8

LD 1911 - AN ACT TO AUTOMATICALLY SEAL CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD INFORMATION FOR CERTAIN CRIMES

Policy Committee: LHHI

Advocate: Amanda Johnson

Position: Oppose

This bill establishes a system for automatically sealing criminal history record information associated with criminal convictions for certain
crimes, provided that certain conditions are met. Automatic sealing refers to the process established by the bill by which criminal history
record information related to qualifying convictions must be sealed and the dissemination of that information limited consistent with the
requirements of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 15, section 2265, without the need to file a petition to seal the information. Under the bill,
the Administrative Office of the Courts must routinely examine electronic case records and compile a list of criminal history record
information that qualifies for automatic sealing under this legislation and provide that list to the appropriate courts to issue a sealing
order. The bill provides a list of criminal convictions for which automatic sealing may be available. The underlying crimes include all Class E
crimes except for sexual offenses; all Class D crimes except for certain crimes, such as certain violent crimes or certain offenses against a
family member; certain Class D or Class E drug crimes committed prior to January 30, 2017; and other specified drug crimes. The bill
provides that for an eligible criminal conviction to be automatically sealed, 5 years must have passed since the date of conviction for a
Class D or Class E crime. For a Class A, Class B or Class C crime, 10 years must have passed since the date of conviction and the person
who is the subject of the criminal history record information must have completed the person's sentence, including any period of
supervised release. The criminal history record information is not eligible for sealing if the person who is the subject of the criminal history
record information has been convicted of any other crimes in the time elapsed since the person satisfied the sentencing requirements of
the eligible criminal conviction.

Chamber testimony link

Upcoming Work Session: Thu 1/15 1:00 PM @ State House , Room 438 MAINECHAMBER.ORG 10 ()(®)


https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getTestimonyDoc.asp?id=10057411

LABOR

UPDATES FROM LAST WEEK

Public Hearing Occurred: Wed 1/7

LD 1993 - AN ACT TO INCREASE THE ANNUAL CAP ON FUNDS ASSESSED FOR THE SAFETY EDUCATION AND TRAINING FUND
Policy Committee: LHHI

Advocate: Amanda Johnson

Position: Oppose
This bill raises the limit on the total annual amount of the assessment that supports the Department of Labor's Safety Education and

Training Fund from 1% to 2% of the total of the workers' compensation benefits paid by all licensed carriers and group and individual self-
insured employers during the most recent calendar year for which data is available.
Chamber testimony link
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https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getTestimonyDoc.asp?id=195996

LABOR

LOOKING AHEAD

Work Session: Thu 1/131:00 PM @ Cross Building, Room 202

LD 1587 — AN ACT TO ESTABLISH GREATER ALIGNMENT OF PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN LABOR LAW VIOLATIONS

Policy Committee: LHHI

Advocate: Amanda Johnson

Position: Oppose

Summary: This bill codifies into the Maine Revised Statutes provisions of the federal Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 and creates a criminal
penalty for any person who intentionally or knowingly violates the employment practices laws or the laws governing preference to Maine
works and contractors. A person convicted of a willful violation is subject to a fine of not more than $10,000 or to imprisonment of not more
than 6 months, or both, except that a person may not be imprisoned unless that person has been previously found guilty of willfully
violating these laws. The Director of Labor Standards within the Department of Labor may refer these violations to the Attorney General for
prosecution. The Attorney General must respond to the director within 30 days of receiving the referral, indicating whether the Attorney
General will prosecute the case. If the Attorney General declines to prosecute, the Attorney General must provide to the director the
reasons for the denial. This bill also requires that any information related to these willful violations must be included in the department's
annual report, including any fines sought or collected by the department, the number of referrals made by the director and the number of
referrals declined by the Attorney General, including the reasons for the denials.
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STATE & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

LOOKING AHEAD

Work Session: Wed 1/14 10:00 AM @ Cross Building, Room 214

LD 1969 - AN ACT TO AMEND THE MAINE REVISED UNCLAIMED PROPERTY ACT

Policy Committee: LHHI

Advocate: Amanda Johnson

Position: Oppose

This bill makes the following changes to the Maine Revised Unclaimed Property Act. 1. It adds "virtual currency” as a property type and
provisions regarding presumed abandonment and liquidation and defines the term. 2. It simplifies the presumption of abandonment
process for tax-advantaged retirement accounts and other tax-deferred accounts. 3. It simplifies the presumption of abandonment for
custodial accounts for minors to not be remitted to the administrator until the owner is no longer a minor. 4. It simplifies the presumption of
abandonment for security accounts. 5. It removes automatic transactions as an indication of an apparent owner's interest in presumed
abandoned property. 6. It prohibits charging escheat fees on certain accounts. 7. It clarifies when an audit has commenced. 8. It requires
unremitted property to be held in trust on behalf of the owner and not a part of bankruptcy assets. 9. It protects the confidentiality of the
unclaimed property owner's data. 10. It strengthens confidentiality laws for 3rd-party auditors.
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TAXATION

UPDATES FROM LAST WEEK AND LOOKING AHEAD

Work Session Occurred: Wed 1/7

LD 438 - AN ACT TO ALLOW MUNICIPALITIES TO LIMIT NON-PROFIT PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS

Policy Committee: Tax

Advocate: Linda Caprara

Position: Oppose

The bill would have provided the municipality with the ability to limit the amount of property tax exemption given to a nonprofit institution if
that exemption would be detrimental to the municipality.

Committee Vote: ONTP

Upcoming Public Hearing: Wed 1/1410:00 AM @ State House, Room 127

LD 1939 - AN ACT TO CLOSE MAINE'S TAX LOOPHOLE FOR OFFSHORE PROFIT SHIFTING

Policy Committee: Tax

Advocate: Linda Caprara

Position: Oppose

This bill would require a taxpayer, including a corporation or unitary business, that reports more than $1,000,000,000 in gross revenues to
file a combined return containing all the financial information of that taxpayer's net profits and gross revenues worldwide. The taxpayer's
liability for Maine corporate income tax would be determined based on that combined return.
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HOUSING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

UPDATES FROM LAST WEEK

Work Session Occurred: Thurs 1/8

LD 128 - AN ACT TO SUPPORT PERMITTING OF CERTAIN MULTIFAMILY HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS UNDER THE SITE LOCATION
OF DEVELOPMENT LAWS

Policy Committee: Housing

Advocate: Patrick Woodcock

Chamber Position: Support
Increase Threshold of State Review for Housing Subdivision. The bill would raise the threshold from for review by the state Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP) for subdivision review under the Site Location of Development Act. Specifically, now multi-family will be
treated like single family homes and ADUs do not factor in the review threshold..

Permit By Rule. The bill also allows permit by rulemaking., which could speed permit approvals.

Committee Vote: Unanimously Passed

Work Session Occurred: Tues 1/6

LD 1806 —AN ACT TO CREATE A RESIDENTIAL RENTAL UNIT REGISTRY

Policy Committee: Housing

Advocate: Patrick Woodcock

Chamber Position: Oppose

Statewide Rental Registry. Creates a new statewide rental registry run by the Secretary of State and imposes registration fees on rental
units.

Penalties on Rental Units. Imposes penalties on rental units for non-compliance.
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HOUSING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Work Session: Tues 1/13 1:30 PM @ Cross Building, Room 206

LD 1806 —AN ACT TO CREATE A RESIDENTIAL RENTAL UNIT REGISTRY

Policy Committee: Housing

Advocate: Patrick Woodcock

Chamber Position: Oppose

Statewide Rental Registry. Creates a new statewide rental registry run by the Secretary of State and imposes registration fees on rental
units.

Penalties on Rental Units. Imposes penalties on rental units for non-compliance.

Work Session: Tues 1/13 1:30 PM @ Cross Building, Room 206

LD 1921 —AN ACT TO CREATE A STATEWIDE HOUSING RESOLUTION BOARD

Policy Committee: Housing

Advocate: Patrick Woodcock

Chamber Position: Support

Statewide Resolution Board. Creates a statewide resolution board with the objective of quickly resolving zoning and municipal disputes
related to housing development.

Work Session: Thurs 1/151:00 PM @ Cross Building, Room 206

LD 292 —~AN ACT TO IMPLEMENT THE AUTOMOTIVE RIGHT TO REPAIR WORKING GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS

Policy Committee: N/A

Advocate: Patrick Woodcock

Chamber Position: N/A

Issue is from a bill that the Governor just vetoed related to reforms of the Right to Repair Law. The Governor objected to a provision related
to the dissemination of telematics data.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Greater Freeport
Chamber of Commerce
Annual Meeting

Tuesday, January 13
7:30 - 9:00 a.m.

Bringing the State Chamber to your region

POLICY
FORUM

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026
Maple Hill Farm Inn & Conference Center
Hallowell

MAINE STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

WEBINAR:

2026 LEGISLATIVE
PREVIEW WITH OUR
COMMISSIONERS

AVIRTUAL EVENT -+~

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 202
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Bangor Early Bird
Breakfast: Annual
Meeting & Legislative
Update

Wednesday, January 21
7:15 - 9:00 a.m.

Bringing the State Chamber to your region
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