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January 28, 2026

The Honorable Susan Collins The Honorable Angus King

413 Dirksen Senate Office Building 133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Chellie Pingree The Honorable Jared Golden

2354 Rayburn House Office Building 1107 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Collins, Senator King, Representative Pingree, and Representative Golden:

We are writing to express concerns regarding the economic impacts of recent United States
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) activities in Maine. We respectfully request that
you continue to pursue congressional oversight of these enforcement actions, limiting aggressive
tactics to individuals who have been engaged in violent criminal activity, and continue working
with your colleagues to reform our nation’s immigration laws.

Our employers are increasingly reporting that authorized workers are staying home from work,
as it has been widely reported that ICE enforcement includes not only individuals with extensive
criminal records, but also individuals who believe they are legally authorized to work and reside
in the United States. These activities are occurring in downtown areas as well as in major
retailers and grocery stores. As you know, Maine’s labor market is among the tightest in the
country. Businesses across nearly every sector — from essential services to restaurants — are
already triaging operations simply to remain open. This situation is not sustainable for many
businesses

We respectfully request the following actions from Congress:

e Congressional Oversight. Enforcement efforts should be focused on individuals without
legal status who have criminal records. However, there is now public reporting of
individuals with legal status and no criminal history that have been aggressively pursued
in commercial centers throughout our communities. This creates a public safety concern
that extends beyond the workforce and is influencing broader consumer behavior. Many
individuals are hesitant to spend time in shopping districts, resulting in a significant
decline in customer traffic for local businesses. The bottom line is that these actions are
undermining economic activity and have caused an entire population — regardless of
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legal status — to remain at home and away from our businesses. A thorough review is
needed to clarify the objectives, scope, and execution of current enforcement activities.

e Enforcement Activities. Congress should review and establish clear limits on aggressive
ICE enforcement actions involving individuals without criminal records. The reported
activities have created a destabilizing environment in our communities. While we respect
the rule of law and the majority of professionals who conduct enforcement responsibly,
we strongly support congressional efforts to ensure that enforcement activities are carried
out with restraint and professionalism.

e Immigration Reform. We appreciate congressional efforts to address our broken
immigration system. In particular, bipartisan immigration legislation introduced in 2024
and supported by Senators Collins and King would have strengthened border security
while creating a legal process for existing immigrants without legal status. While
significant progress has been made on border security, there must also be a pathway for
long-term legal status for residents without a criminal history. This issue has undermined
our economy for decades and demands a lasting solution.

We appreciate Maine’s congressional delegation for its leadership on critical economic issues.
Elevated ICE enforcement has rapidly become one of the most pressing economic challenges
facing hundreds of Maine businesses. We urge continued bipartisan efforts to provide meaningful
oversight, limit unnecessarily aggressive tactics, and modernize our immigration laws to create
predictability for employers and employees alike.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Maine State Chamber of Commerce
Portland Regional Chamber of Commerce

Lewiston Auburn Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce



