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About Roll Call

ABOUT US

The Maine Economic Research Institute (MERI) is a nonpartisan, independent,
not-for-profit organization formed to conduct research, analysis, and reporting
on economic issues. MERI’s methodology, a tested model operating in 23 states
across the country - some for more than 25 years - is rooted in the basic
business concepts of accountability and performance review. A particular focus
for MERI is how state policies affect Maine’s economy.

SELECTION PROCESS

Government affairs professionals representing Maine’s most respected business
and industry trade groups - including the Maine State Chamber of Commerce,
the Retail Association of Maine, the Associated Builders and Contractors, the
Maine Restaurant Association, the Maine Auto Dealers Association, the Maine
Aggregate Association and the Maine Beverage Association - meet regularly
during the legislative session in order to identify legislative proposals that will
impact the business community.

HOW DO WE GET THE FINAL SCORES?

The final rankings are based on a combination of recorded votes on selected
bills, and a qualitative survey of government relations professionals that
represent Maine’s business community before the Maine Legislature.
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A Look At The Bills

LD 289, An Act To Prohibit the Use of
Certain Disposable Food Service Containers

(Rep. Zeigler, Montville)
Beginning January 1, 2020, this bill prohibits the sale or
distribution in the State of disposable food service containers
composed in whole or in part of polystyrene foam. The bill
requires the Department of Environmental Protection to adopt
rules to implement these statutory provisions.

LD 906, An Act Concerning Pavement

Sealing Products (Rep. Daughtry, Brunswick)
This bill prohibits the sale of coal tar sealant products
beginning October 1, 2020 and prohibits the application of coal
tar sealant products on driveways or parking areas beginning
October 1, 2021. The Commissioner of Environmental
Protection may grant an exemption from the prohibitions for
research or development purposes.

LD 946, An Act To Protect the Privacy of Online
Customer Information (Sen. Bellows, Kennebec)
This bill prohibits a provider of broadband Internet access
service from using, disclosing, selling or permitting access to
customer personal information unless the customer expressly
consents to that use, disclosure, sale or access. The bill
provides other exceptions under which a provider may use,
disclose, sell or permit access to customer personal
information. The bill prohibits a provider from refusing to
serve a customer, charging a customer a penalty or offering a
customer a discount if the customer does or does not consent
to the use, disclosure, sale or access. The bill requires
providers to take reasonable measures to protect customer
personal information from unauthorized use, disclosure, sale
or access. The provisions of the bill apply to providers
operating within the State when providing broadband Internet
access service to customers that are billed for service received
in the State and are physically located in the State.



Snapshot of Maine’s Economy
]

New England Rankings: Cost of Doing Business (1 s the highest cost)

In 2017, Maine’s cost of doing business index ranked 8th highest in the U.S. Of the three cost elements,
Maine’s tax burden ranks 3rd highest among the 50 states, labor costs rank 8th, and energy costs rank
11th highest. Maine’s cost of doing business has been above the Northeast average for the past three years.

Source: Maine Economic Growth Council / Maine Development Foundation, Measures of Growth 2019
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A Look At The Bills

LD 1074, An Act To Establish a Tax on Water
Extracted for Bottling in Order To Secure the
Economic Future of Rural Maine

(Rep. Gramlich, Old Orchard Beach)
This bill creates an excise tax of 12¢ per gallon on the
extraction of groundwater or surface water for commercial
bottling for sale. Revenue from the tax must be used to
improve the economy of the State by supporting the
expansion and improvement of high speed broadband access
and by providing tuition grants for up to 2 years for post-
secondary education.

LD 1098, An Act To Help Small Employers

by Making the Minimum Wage Increase

More Gradual in Nonurban Areas (Sen. Keim, Oxford)
This bill creates an alternative minimum hourly wage that
applies to certain designated nonurban areas starting on
January 1, 2020. Under this bill the minimum hourly wage rate
for those areas is $11 per hour and increases by 50¢ each
January 1st until it reaches $12 per hour on January 1, 2022.
The minimum hourly wage stays the same as in current law
for Cumberland County, except for the towns of Baldwin,
Bridgton, Harrison and Naples. The bill also freezes any
scheduled increase in the current minimum wage or the new
alternative minimum wage if there is in effect an extended
benefit period for unemployment compensation benefits, as
determined by the Commissioner of Labor. The scheduled
increase or increases will resume once there is no longer an
extended benefit period in effect as of January 1st of a given
year. It also delays the cost-of-living adjustment for the
current minimum wage to January 1, 2024, changes the
calculation to be the average cost-of-living increase over the

prior 3 years and changes the timing of the cost-of-living
adjustment to be every 3 years instead of every year. It also
requires the Department of Labor to submit an annual report
analyzing job creation and job loss trends in urban and non-
urban areas since the initiation of minimum wage increases
established by Initiated Bill 2015, chapter 2, section 1.

LD 1292, An Act To Lower Maine’s

Individual Income Tax (Rep. O’Connor, Berwick)

This bill decreases over 3 years the rate of taxation imposed

on individual income by:

1. Decreasing the lowest rate from 5.8% to 5.2% for tax
years 2020 and 2021 and to 5% beginning in 2022;

2. Decreasing the middle rate from 6.75% to 6.3% for tax
years 2020 and 2021 and to 6% beginning in 2022; and,

3. Decreasing the highest rate from 7.15% to 7.05% for tax
years 2020 and 2021 and to 7% beginning in 2022.

This bill also changes cross-references in the Tax Relief Fund

for Maine Residents and inflation adjustment statutes.



Snapshot of Maine’s Economy

Employment Growth in Maine by Selected Sectors, 2017-2018

Maine total employment exceeded the pre-recession level for the first time in 2017, and another 4,500 jobs were added in
2018 for a total of 628,500 jobs. The sector with the largest employment increase in 2018 was professional and business
services, followed by manufacturing, construction, and leisure and hospitality. Health care & social assistance (17%) and

government (16%) are the sectors with the most jobs in Maine.

Source: Maine Economic Growth Council / Maine Development Foundation, Measures of Growth 2019 1900
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A Look At The Bills

LD 1524, An Act To Prevent Wage Theft
and Promote Employer Accountability
(President Jackson, Aroostook)

This bill addresses wage theft by an employer by creating
additional remedies, including injunctive relief, treble
damages to be paid to affected employees and a stop-work
order against an employer who is engaging in wage theft.
These remedies are in addition to any existing penalties, and
the actions may be combined. "Wage theft" is defined as a
violation of specific statutes that include the requirements of
timely and full payment of wages, payment of wages upon
cessation of employment, payments defined as "unfair
agreements" and fringe benefits.

LD 1532, An Act To Eliminate Single-use

Plastic Carry-out Bags (Rep. Stover, Boothbay)
This bill prohibits a retail establishment from using single-use
carry-out bags to bag products at the point of sale or
otherwise make single-use carry-out bags available to
customers, with exemptions for certain types and uses of
plastic and paper bags. Retail establishments may provide
recyclable paper bags to bag products at the point of sale for at
least 5¢ per bag, with exceptions to the fee requirement for
certain types of retail establishments. The prohibition is
effective April 22, 2020.

LD 1599, An Act To Allow Certain State Regulators

To Lower Fees by Order (Rep. Keschl, Belgrade)
This bill authorizes the Superintendent of Insurance, the
Superintendent of Consumer Credit Protection, the
Superintendent of Financial Institutions and the Director of
the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation to
lower or suspend certain fees specified in law by order.
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Get your copy of Roll Call online at
mainestatechamber.org/rollcall

SPECIAL NOTE:

Rep. Stephen Moriarty and Rep. Joseph Perry were elected
in special elections to complete the terms of deceased legisla-
tors. We are unable to determine how they would have voted
or what their level of attendance would have been during the
full legislative session; therefore, we have omitted them from
Roll Call's scoring assessment.
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How They Voted:

Senate

2

Member (SENATE) E

.E
Bellows, Shenna 14 D - - - - - - - - - 14.00
Black, Russel 17 R - + - + + + + + + 83.38
Breen, Catherine 25 D - - - - - - - - E 15.00
Carpenter, Michael 2 D E = = = = E = = I 14.00
Carson, Everett 24 D - - - - E - - - 6.00
Chenette, Mark 31 D E - - - - - - - - 5.00
Chipman, Benjamin 27 D - - - - - - - - - 7.00
Claxton, Ned 20 D - - - + - - - - - 19.50
Cyrway, Scott 16 R + + - + + + + + + 88.00
Davis Sr., Paul 4 R - + - + + + + + + 79.56
Deschambault, Susan 32 D - E - + - - - - - 24.28
Diamond, William 26 D - + - + - - - - - 47.00
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Member (SENATE) =

é’
Dill, James 5 D - - - + - - - - - 30.00
Dow, Dana 13 R + + - + + + + + + 92.28
Farrin, Bradlee 3 R + + - + + + + + + 91.17
Foley, Robert 34 R + + - + + + + + + 85.06
Gratwick, Geoffrey 9 D - - - - - - - - - 7.50
Guerin, Stacey 10 R + + - + + + + + + 89.50
Hamper, James 19 R + + - + + + + + + 91.72
Herbig, Erin 11 D - + - + - - - - - 30.00
Jackson, Troy 1 D - - - + - - - - - 20.50
Keim, Lisa 18 R + + = + + + + = + 84.00
Lawrence, Mark 35 D - - - - - - - - - 16.00
Libby, Nathan 21 D - - - + - - - - - 21.50
Luchini Jr., Louis 7 D - - - + - - - - - 32.17
Millett, Rebecca 29 D = = = = = E = = = 7.50
Miramant, David 12 D - - - - - - - - - 9.00
Moore, Marianne 6 R - - - E + + + - + 67.50
Pouliot, Matthew 15 R + + - + + + + + + 89.50
Rosen, Kimberley 8 R - + - + + + + - + 79.06
Sanborn, Heather 28 D - - - + - - - - - 18.84
Sanborn, Linda 30 D - - - + - - - - - 22.00
Timberlake, Jeffrey 22 R + + - + + + + + + 90.13
Vitelli, Eloise 23 D - - - + - - - - - 18.50
Woodsome, David 33 R + + - + + + + + + 82.50




How They Voted:

House of Representatives

E
B
Member (HOUSE) E
Ackley, Kent 82 I - - + - - - - - - 16.13
Alley Sr., Robert 138 D - = + + = = = = — 28.86
Andrews, John 73 R + + - A + + + + + 79.84
Arata, Amy 65 R + + - + + + + + + 88.88
Austin, Betty 107 D - - + + - - - - - 23.86
Austin, Susan 67 R + + - + + + + + + 91.72
Babbidge, Christopher 8 D - - + - - - - - - 19.88
Babine, Shawn 29 D - - + + - - - - + 32.22
Baily, Donna 14 D - A + - - - - - - 19.39
Beebe-Center, Anne 93 D - - + - - - - - - 14.79
Berry, Seth 55 D - - + - - - - - - 13.28
Bickford, Bruce 63 R + + - + + + + + + 90.13
Blier, Mark 22 R + + - + + + + + + 77.84
Blume, Lydia 3 D - - + - - - - - - 15.50
Bradstreet, Richard 80 R + + - + + + + + + 90.13
Brennan, Michael 36 D - - + - = = - - - 17.17
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Member (HOUSE) 2 3 S 3 N 4 2

i i i - i
Brooks, Heidi 61 D - E A - E E E E 14.29
Bryant, Mark 24 D - + + - = - - - 26.63
Caiazzo, Christopher 28 D - + + - - - - - 27.67
Campbell, Ricahrd 130 R + - + + A + + + 82.13
Cardone, Barbara 127 D - A - - - - - - 15.00
Carney, Anne 30 D - + + = = - - - 22.25
Cebra, Richard 68 R + + A + + + + + 83.95
Cloutier, Kristen 60 D - + + = = - - - 26.00
Collings, Benjamin 42 D - + - - - - - - 17.72
Cooper, Janice 47 D - + - - - - - - 14.95
Corey, Patrick 25 R + - + - + + + + 79.00
Costain, Dannny 100 R + - + + + + + + 84.50
Craven, Margaret 59 D - + + - - - - - 23.78
Crockett, Edward 43 D - + - - - - - - 20.50
Cuddy, Scott 98 D - + - - - - - - 14.79
Curtis, Philip 111 R A - + + + + + + 85.11
Daughtry, Mattheau 49 D - + - - - - - - 20.50
Denk, Dian 9 D A + + = = - - - 22.00
DeVeau, John 149 R + A A A A 61.00
Devin, Michael 90 D E E E E E 8.57
Dillingham, Kathleen 72 R A - + + + + + + 85.67
Dodge, Jancie 97 D - + - - - - - - 17.50
Dolloff, Josanne 115 R + - + + + + + + 64.50
Doore, Donna 85 D A + + A - A - A 23.86
Doudera, Victoria 94 D - + - - - - - - 17.17
Drinkwater, Gary 121 R + - + + + + + + 83.50
Dunphy, Michelle 122 D + - - - - - - 24.67




How They Voted: House of Representatives

Evangelos, Jeffrey 91 I - - + - - - - - - 18.00
Farnsworth, Richard 37 D - - + A - - - - - 19.88
Faulkingham, William 136 R + + - + + + + + + 87.00
Fay, Jessica 66 D - - + + - - - - - 21.84
Fecteau, Justin 86 R + + - + + + + + + 86.38
Fecteau, Ryan 11 D - + - - - - - - 21.06
Foley, Victoria 12 D A - + + - - - - - 22.43
Foster, Steven 104 R + + - + + + + + + 85.13
Gattine, Andrew 34 D - - + — — - A - - 22.72
Gideon, Sara 48 D - - + + - - A - - 19.89
Gramlich, Lori 13 D - - + - - - - - - 12.38
Griffin, Abigail 102 R + + A + + A + A + 72.50
Grignon, Chad 118 R + A A + A 49.57
Grohoski, Nicole 132 D - - + - - - - - - 14.67
Haggan, David 101 R + + - + + + + + A 77.34
Hall, Randall 114 R + + - + + + + + + 90.34
Handy, James 58 D - - + + - - - - - 23.86
Hanington, Sheldon 142 R + + - + A + + + + 82.57
Hanley, Jeffery 87 R + + A + + A + A + 80.38
Harnett, Thomas 83 D - - + - - - - - - 18.00
Harrington, Matthew 19 R + + + + + + + + + 95.72
Head, Frances 117 R + + - + + + + + + 82.63
Hepler, Allison 53 D - - + + = = = = - 19.34
Hickman, Craig 81 D - - + - - - - - - 21.06
Higgins, Norman 120 I - - + + - - A - + 45.07




Member (HOUSE)

Hobbs, Daniel

Bl District

20.50

Hubbell, Brian

135

+ | >

34.13

Hutchins, Sherman

131

+

80.00

Hymanson, Patricia

18.00

Ingwersen, Henry

10

19.75

Javner, Kathy

141

81.17

Johansen, Chris

145

90.75

Jorgensen, Erik

41

29.13

Keschl, Dennis

76

84.00

Kessler, Christopher

32

17.17

Kinney, Maryanne

99

86.65

Kornfield, Victoria

125

19.25

Kryzak Jr., Theodore

20

81.50

Landry Jr., Scott

113

38.50

Lockman, Lawrence

137

77.34

Lyford, Peter

129

+

85.43

Madigan, Colleen

110

22.88

Marean, Donald

16

+ |+

69.88

Martin, John

151

+

39.84

Martin, Roland

150

34.89

Martin Jr., Thomas

57

78.50

Mason, Richard

56

85.93

Mastraccio, Anne-Marie

18

19.39

Matlack, Ann

92

20.00

Maxmin, Chloe

88

17.67

McCrea, David

148

21.50

McCreight, Joyce

51

19.88

McDonald, Genevieve

134
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How They Voted: House of Representatives

Member (HOUSE)

McLean, Andrew

-
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—
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=
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27

23.84

Melaragno, Gina

62

14.95

Meyer, Michele

18.84

Millett Jr., Sawin

71

90.61

Moonen, Matthew

38

17.72

Morales, Victoria

33

16.22

Morris, Joshua

75

83.07

Nadeau, Catherine

78

36.72

O'Connor, Beth

+

83.45

O'Neil, Margaret

15

20.50

Ordway, Lester

23

83.29

Pauhlus, Sean

52

>+ |+

11.67

Pebworth, Sarah

133

20.50

Peoples, Anne

35

11.00

Perkins, Michael

77

70.00

Perry, Anne

140

31.00

Pickett, Richard

116

88.07

Pierce, Teresa

44

32.25

Pluecker, William

95

15.50

Prescott, Dwayne

17

85.75

Reckitt, Lois

31

21.00

Reed, Roger

103

88.88

Riley, Christina

74

22.65

Riseman, Walter

69

17.17

Roberts-Lovell, Tiffany
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Rudnicki, Shelley 108 R + + + + + 84.50
Rykerson, Deane 1 D - - + - - 22.25
Sampson, Heidi 21 R + + + + + 87.00
Schneck, John 126 D - - - - - 23.00
Sharpe, Braden 46 D - - + - - 27.00
Sheats, Bettyann 64 D - - + - - 21.72
Skolfield, Thomas 112 R + + A + + 90.22
Stanley, Stephen 143 D + - + - - 48.72
Stearns, Paul 119 R + + + + + 89.50
Stetkis, Joel 105 R + + + + + 90.06
Stewart III, Harold 147 R + + + + + 91.72
Stover, Holly 89 D - - + - - 23.50
Strom, Scott 106 R + + + - + 82.57
Swallow, Gregory 144 R + + + + + 85.93
Sylvester, Michael 39 D - - - - - 11.61
Talbot Ross, Rachel 40 D - - - - - 14.39
Tepler, Denise 54 D - - - - - 18.63
Terry, Maureen 26 D - - + - - 23.15
Theriault, Timothy 79 R A A + + + 58.17
Tipping, Ryan 123 D - - - - - 18.84
Tucker, Ralph 50 D - - + - - 25.38
Tuell, William 139 R + + + + + 85.75
Verow, Arthur 128 D - - - - + 31.00
Wadsworth, Nathan 70 R + + + + + 90.06
Warren, Charlotte 84 D - - + - - 23.50
White, Bruce 109 D - - + - - 45.00
White, Dustin 146 R + + + + + 83.07
Zeigler Jr., Stanley 96 D - - - - - 12.50
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