
Broadband Basics 

• Down/up measured in Mbps, up is often the limiting factor  

• Speed isn’t only measure - quality is as important for many uses

• Different ways of getting service – Fiber, DSL, cable, wireless, 
satellite
• Fiber has the highest quality of service and low maintenance 

costs 
• Fiber is being deployed today and has been for 40 years 

• Competitive marketplace and not a regulated monopoly like 
telephone service 

• Achieving desired outcomes with private investment and public 
subsidies is best done through public-private partnerships  



Access to internet is extremely important to daily life



Small businesses depend on high speed 
internet to stay open and create jobs



Public entities are meeting remotely





Your ability to have a good internet 
connection depends on a company 
seeing the business case for making 

a capital investment or receiving 
some sort of subsidy.



Main street may have decent 
coverage but those who live in 
more rural areas might not 
have access to broadband 
infrastructure.  

Premises per mile that take 
service is the primary economic 
driver for capital investment. 

Over 1/3 of the road miles in 
Maine likely lack a strong 
business case for broadband 
investment.  This doesn’t 
include all the logging roads 
with no houses on them 

From Waypoints Connect – Island Institute 2020 - http://www.islandinstitute.org/waypoints-connect



Community engagement is 
important. Maine’s 
community planning 
process is nationally 
recognized as a model

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-
analysis/reports/2020/02/how-states-are-expanding-broadband-
access

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2020/02/how-states-are-expanding-broadband-access


https://www.mainebroadbandcoalition.org





ConnectKidsNOW
• $5.6 Million 
• 730 Students and 

educators
• 2 month timeframe



Question 1: “Do you favor a $15,000,000 bond issue to 
invest in high-speed internet infrastructure for unserved 
and underserved areas, to be used to match up to 
$30,000,000 in federal, private, local or other funds?”

July 14th 2020 - Over 230,000 Mainers said yes 
to better internet, marking the first time the 
state has invested significantly in broadband

THANK YOU! 



Big Dollars, Big Unknowns

• Will the legislature move forward with a $100m broadband bond? 

• Will a federal COVID Relief Package include funding for rural 
broadband? 

• When and how will the successful Rural Digital Opportunity Fund 
(RDOF) bidders for Maine build out?  

• Will SpaceEx and Silicon Valley save rural Maine? 

Biggest thing you can do today… 



https://www.mainebroadbandcoalition.org


